[Oral health inequalities: Determinants of access to prevention and care in France].
Oral diseases are unequally distributed according to a social gradient, which now constitutes a major public health problem. Acting against oral health inequalities requires a better understanding of the underlying mechanisms in order to identify the appropriate solutions to improve access to oral health promotion and dental care for deprived populations. A patient-centered model of health care access, describing the ideal interactions between individuals and the health care system was applied to the field of oral health in the French context. This model defines access to health care as the result of interactions between individuals and the health care system, in which health needs are perceived, health care is sought, health care structures are accessed and effectively used. Analysis is based on quantitative and qualitative bibliographic data acquired through an explanatory sociological approach. Socially deprived populations face many barriers preventing their access to dental care: the need for dental care is not necessarily perceived, and, when perceived, dental care is not immediately sought, accessibility to dental care structures is difficult and dental attendance is erratic. This review provides information to decision-makers in order to support regional health policies and to help implement public health strategies according to the principle of proportionate universalism. Two axes for action were identified, namely to integrate oral health promotion interventions within health promotion programmes and to gradually reorganize the dental care system to make it more accessible to everyone.